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	BACKGROUNDER


Action on Film Festival Selection “The Blue Seal”

Young Toronto filmmakers make it in to L.A.

JULY 13 2010

Ambitious Toronto independent film The Blue Seal will be shown at the Action on Film International Film Festival held in Pasadena, California  on July 28, 2010. The film, made by Mike Donis, Marsha Courneya and Aaron Tsang, has been nominated for three awards at this year’s festival; Breakthrough Male Action Star, Best Action Sequence and Best Score. 
Plot

The Blue Seal follows John Kraft, a farmer who longs for secluded retirement but is held back by his sordid involvement in a criminal delivery organization. Victim to relentless attempts on his life, this good-natured man finds himself pushed onto a path of violence and revenge until his irreversible deeds leave him with more solitude than he could have wished for. An atypical action hero, Kraft needs to find his way back to his compassionate self after discovering his dark side. 

The Cast and Crew

Mike Donis: Director, Producer

Mike makes his feature directorial debut with The Blue Seal. He has won numerous awards for his short films including Best Picture at the YoungCuts International Film Festival in 2005, for which he was featured in Toronto’s NOW Magazine and The National Post. 

Marsha Courneya: Writer, Co-Producer

The Blue Seal marks Marsha’s feature film debut. She has studied screenwriting at York University and under Robert McKee. She is currently writing her second screenplay.


Aaron Tsang: Composer, Associate Producer

Tsang holds a Masters Degree in Composition from the University of Toronto. He has written scores for several independent films and video games (including Land of the Dead). He was awarded Best Score for his work on Gray Christmas at the 2005 YoungCuts International Film Festival and has been nominated for Best Score at this year’s Action on Film International Film Festival.

Actors

John Kraft as John Kraft - He has been nominated for Breakthrough Male Action Star at the 2010 Action on Film Festival.

Thomas Daniel as Aaron

Warren Bain as Simon

Alan A. Leyland as Glen

Pre-Production and Production 

The Blue Seal began several years ago, at a 48-hour Toronto Film Challenge in the summer of 2006. Mike Donis and composer Aaron Tsang had been working on the story for a romantic comedy tentatively titled What About Romance, but decided to enter the 48-hour filmmaking marathon. Genuinely tickled after being handed the genre of action in their challenge pack, Mike and Aaron, teaming with writer Marsha Courneya lead their team to a victory in the competition - they were awarded Best Direction and Best Sound for their work.

Excited by the response to their short, the three spent the following year laying out the story for a feature-length action film, using the short as an introduction to it all. The attraction to making an action movie initially propelled the crafting of the story, but as it developed, The Blue Seal team became absorbed in the story of the life of John Kraft, a gentle farmer who becomes a murderer.

Funding was secured by way of an independent entrepreneur, George Zywiel, who had been impressed by the short film and the feature’s ambitious screenplay. With a bare-bones budget and a list of favours to call in, June marked the beginning of a lightning-quick pre-production period with shooting set to begin on July 2nd. The constraints of a minimal budget soon surfaced as every job that did not fit in the budget was absorbed as a responsibility for Mike, Marsha and Aaron.

Over the thirty-six day film shoot, as a means to cope with the rigours of production, the small cast and crew adopted an attitude that can only be described as an ingeniously creative surrender to the independent process.

Mike Donis is a director who isn’t afraid to let his instincts guide him. He makes decisions with such unyielding purposefulness that one may be fooled into thinking it were an effortless endeavour. But underneath the infectiously enthusiastic leader lies a man who has been working relentlessly on his craft since the age of five.

The Blue Seal is a down-to-earth human story. On the surface, the genre conventions of action are present, but with a self-reflexive spin that slides a sensitive story underneath. John Kraft is not a typical action hero. He does not enjoy hurting people and most of his violent actions are carried out in self-defense. He does not wish to save the world, nor does he ever feel he is above the moral code. He just wants to be left alone. 
Action on Film Festival (from the AOF website)

The AOF Fest is one of the most progressive film festivals on the scene today. With writers, producers, directors and filmmakers from all over the globe, it is truly an International affair. They have assisted a number of filmmakers in starting their careers; Stan Harrington, Mark Mahon, Justin Owensby, and many others. AOF Writers and Filmmaker's work will be seen by upwards of 75,000 new people via print and advertising campaigns.
LEARN MORE

The Blue Seal’s Official Website and trailer
Independent Scene Interview with the Film makers
Action On Film Festival Website
Photos from the set
The Blue Seal on Twitter and Facebook
Media and Distributors, please contact Alex Courneya: 416 219 9751 alex.courneya@gmail.com

The filmmakers will be available for interviews.

For general inquiries contact theblueseal@gmail.com





















