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NEWS RELEASE

Action on Film International Festival Selection “The Blue Seal”

Ambitious film nominated for three festival awards

TORONTO. JULY 13, 2010— Toronto independent film The Blue Seal is nominated for three awards at this year’s Action on Film International Film Festival. The festival runs from July 23 to July 29 and is held in Pasadena California. Toronto will be represented by the independent film The Blue Seal, which follows the story of farmer John Kraft, a man who longs for retirement but is held back by his sordid involvement with a criminal delivery service.  

The filmmakers, Mike Donis, Marsha Courneya and Aaron Tsang, are making their feature film debut and are very excited to be part of the high profile genre festival, proudly screening their hard work on July 28 at 10 p.m. Over the thirty-six day film shoot, as a means to cope with the rigours of production, the small cast and crew adopted an attitude that can only be described as an ingeniously creative surrender to the independent process. The film has been nominated for Breakthrough Male Action Star, Best Action Sequence and Best Score.

Quotes from the Filmmakers

“Every job we couldn’t afford to hire someone for, we just learned to do ourselves. While we drove around scoping out locations, I sat in the back seat sewing epaulettes on cop costumes while the director sat in the front drafting story boards and the shooting schedule.”  

-- Marsha Courneya, The Blue Seal Writer and Co-Producer 

 “Our lead actor ripped his only pair of costume pants during a take. He stood on the side of the road in his underwear so we could sew them up and continue shooting before we lost our light. ”

-- Mike Donis, The Blue Seal Director and Producer

“Mike Donis is a very young director but in many ways it felt like I was working with a very old one. He knew exactly what he wanted and found ways to get there that I would have never thought of. I couldn’t help but get caught up in the thrill and excitement of it all, I would say it was as thrilling as a rollercoaster, but there were no downs when working on this film.”

-- Alan A. Leyland, The Blue Seal Cast Member. 

QUICK FACTS

- Funding for the film came by way of entrepreneur George Zywiel, who was impressed by the five-minute version made for a 48-hour Film Challenge.


- Director Mike Donis has won numerous awards including Best Picture at the 2005 Young Cuts Festival and Best Director at the 2006 48-hour Toronto Film Challenge

- Celebrities like Talia Shire, Costas Mandylor, Michael Madsen, John Savage, Eric Bana, Maria Conchita Alonso, George Takei, Bill Duke, John Saxon, Frances Bay, Steven Williams and many others have found a home at the Action on Film Festival. 

LEARN MORE

The Blue Seal’s Official Website and Trailer
Independent Scene Interview with the Filmmakers
Action On Film Festival Website
Photos from the set
The Blue Seal on Twitter and Facebook
For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact Alex Courneya: 416 219 9751, alex.courneya@gmail.com. For general inquiries contact theblueseal@gmail.com
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